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Polish Ports 
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1 

RD 


25X1 A 


THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE, 
__ v , v THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

25X1 X (FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 


x here has been a noteworthy amount of shipping aboard Russian and Polish ships 
from the ports of Gydnia, Danzig and Stettin, shipping that has been directed to 
China* The material consisted mostly of railroad material, buses, - trucks and 
tractors* Many large cases which came from Czechoslovakia were believed to con- 
tain airplane parts, motors, and light arms. Great numbers of zinc barrels with 
black edges* which were thought to contain jet fuel, were also bound for China. 

2* At Stettin, the loading takes place from an island near the port. In the other 
two ports* the loading is carried on in isolated zones of the ports. In all 
cases* the public is forbidden access to the loading zones* 

3* Considerable material, particularly copper and aluminum, arrives in Poland from 
the Western countries. Some of the copper arrives in Poland in ships of Russian 
or Polish nationality* or in ships flying the flags of such countries as Panama, 
Honduras* et cetera* In such cases, the copper is covered by bills of lading 
showing Hamburg or Antwerp as destination points. At sea, however, such bills 
of lading are altered or replaced by others which indicate the destinations to 
be Poland or Russia. Ship owners, other than Polish and Russian, engage in bill 
of lading switches* probably for an increase in freight charges. 

l+J Copper also arrives in Poland through transshipment at Rotterdam and Antwerp, 

where it regularly arrives ,l in transit H from Chile and Central America. The copper 
is reloaded* with bills of lading directed to various Baltic countries, on ships 
which then make port in Poland or Russia. Swiss ships have reportedly taken part 
in this aspect of the trade* 

5. The handling of aluminum follows the same lines as in the case of copper. Much 
of the aluminum comes originally from Yugoslavia. 

6* The financial backing and arrangements for all large shipments are handled through 
the Banque Commerciale Pour L'Europe du Nord, which has its headquarters in Paris. 
This bank has a monopoly on such arrangements covering strategic material traffic 
with Iron Curtain countries, a traffic which is organized by various Swiss Agents* 
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